L-8-3-2_Reading Guide and Key for “Homeless”

Name________________________ 

Reading Guide for “Homeless” 
1.  In paragraph one, what can you infer is the job of the narrator?

2.  Why does Ann qualify as a person who is homeless, according to the narrator? 

3.  Paragraph two mostly uses which of the following methods text structures?
A) description
B) cause/effect
C) definition
D) classification

4.  Which method of presenting information is used in the following quote from paragraph three?
“So it is natural that the thing that seems most wrong with the world to me right now is that there are so many people with no homes.”
A) problem/solution
B) opinion
C) description
D) cause/effect



5. Paragraph four mostly uses which method of presenting information?
A) problem-solution
B) cause-effect
C) definition
D) narration
6. Paragraphs eight and nine use the problem/solution structure. What evidence can you quote to support this?
7. How would you describe Quindlen’s purpose for writing this personal essay? What type of nonfiction might she have used to accomplish a different purpose, such as persuasion? 
Name________________________ Class_________________ Date___________

Answer Key for “Homeless” Reading Guide 

1. The narrator is a writer.
2. The writer notices that Ann has been “passing through for more than two weeks.”
3. A) description


4. B) opinion

5. C) definition


6. Paragraph eight: “This is a difficult problem . . .”
Paragraph nine: “. . . we would be better off if we forgot the broad strokes and . . .”

7. Quindlen wanted to casually explore the topic of homelessness and the lack of “home” versus “shelters” for people, so she wrote in a personal essay format. If she wanted to persuade people to take action she may have chosen a persuasive essay.
