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	Elements of Fiction: “To Build a Fire” by Jack London


	Elements
	Evidence

	Setting


	Where: Yukon River, Alaska
When: Extremely cold morning,
9 a.m.
	“main Yukon trail”
“Yukon lay a mile wide...main trail”

“cold and gray...nine o'clock...”



	Characters


	Main: man, newcomer to Alaska
Supporting: dog, native husky
	“the man…newcomer...a chechaquo (tenderfoot)…without imagination”
“…a dog, a big native husky, the proper wolf dog, gray coated…depressed by the…cold

	Plot


	Conflict: man must get to the mining camp by evening; man versus nature
Turning Points: Man builds first fire successfully.                                                                                                                                  He breaks through ice and wets his legs.

Climax: As man lights fire to warm his legs, snow falls from a tree and blots it out, and he desperately tries to build another to survive. He tries to keep moving, but eventually the severe cold catches him and he slowly freezes to death.

Resolution: As the man slowly freezes, he realizes the old timers were right about dangers of severe cold. The dog moves on to find warmth.
	“...fifty degrees below zero…He was bound for the old claim on…Henderson Creek, where the boys were already...He would be in camp by six o'clock; a bit after dark.”
“He had forgotten to build a fire…then he got out matches…to build a fire”

“then it happened…man broke through…wet himself to his knees...man must not fail…to build a fire…nose and cheeks were already freezing…load of snow fell...fire was blotted out…”
“The dog sat…eager yearning for the fire…turned and trotted up the trail in the direction…food providers and fire providers”

	Theme


	A) Do not underestimate power of nature.       
B) Nature’s indifference.                                            C) Strongest will survive.
	“A certain fear of death came to him…meeting death with dignity...you were right, old hoss.”

	POV

	third person, omniscient
	“The man was without imagination…It did not lead him to meditate upon his frailty.”


	Elements of Fiction: “February” by Ralph Ellison



	Elements
	Evidence

	Setting


	Where: wooded area, outside Dayton, Ohio
When: cold February morning, sometime in the author’s past (1938)
	“the country…into the woods…distant Dayton…parklike grove…tall trees…knee-high snow…pathless”
“February...early morning coldness…I had lived through my mother’s death”

	Characters


	Main: author, a young man, early twenties, out of work, likes to be alone, resourceful

Supporting: mother; animals in nature; a quail
	“I was in my early twenties…alone...unemployed, tired of reading,…survived three months off the fields and woods by my gun”

“quail dead...my mother’s death”

	Plot


	Conflict or main idea: young man escapes city life to reflect on the death of his mother. He lives off the land for about three months.

Turning Points: He notices the animals and small signs of nature.

Climax: Author suddenly remembers the moment of finding a dead quail that he most likely shot.

Resolution: Remembrance of time he accepted death as a part of life, to help him deal with his mother's death and face living.
	“I’d gone into the woods to forget…alone...lived through my mother’s death”

“The red birds zoomed…pheasants roared up…miracle of dark red apples still hanging…searching out an apple missed by the birds…sweet and mellow to taste”

“I recalled the valley of two months before…sound of my gun…found the cock quail dead…the vapor rising slowly from its sinking body.”

“And now in this place…I was seized with a kind of exhilaration…lived through my mother’s death…survived three months off the fields and woods…and homelessness…”

	Theme


	A) Death is a part of life.                                                                                                                                       B) If one can accept death, one can accept life.                                                                                              C) It takes time to accept the death of someone close to you.
	“I had crossed over into a new phase of living…in those February snows…I first became a man.”

	POV

	first person
	“I’d gone into the woods…I recalled the valley…I was seized with a kind of exhilaration.”


