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Socratic Rhetoric
Directions: To determine truth, you must constantly question to determine what is logical and what you truly mean. Read and reflect upon the following common persuasive techniques and logical fallacies. The goal is to be able to identify fallacies in another’s arguments and not use them in your own arguments.
1. Syllogism: a type of deductive reasoning in which a major premise and minor premise share ideas. Together they produce a conclusion. These can be fallacies due to a mistake in reasoning.
Major premise: All men are mortal.
Major premise: No homework is fun.
Minor premise: Socrates is a man.
Minor premise: Some writing is homework.
Conclusion: Socrates is mortal.
Conclusion: Some writing is not fun.
Major premise: No healthy food is fattening.
Minor premise: All ice cream is fattening.
Conclusion: No ice cream is healthy food.
2. Sweeping Generalization: a generalization of claim and example that disregards exceptions.
Examples:

· It is illegal for a stranger to enter someone’s home uninvited. Firefighters enter people’s homes uninvited. Therefore, firefighters are breaking the law.
· Two of my friends found jobs in the past month. Therefore, the unemployment rate must be dropping.
3. Circular Reasoning/ Begging the Question: demonstrates a conclusion by means of premises that assume that conclusion; the argument solves itself.
Examples:

· Hector always tells the truth. I know this because he told me so.
· I couldn’t have received a C on the test because I am an A student.
4. Non Sequitur: incorrectly assumes one thing is the cause of another. In Latin: “It does not follow.”
Examples:

· Taxes fund necessary services such as police, courts, and roads. This proves that a raise in taxes is necessary.
· John was not in class yesterday because he had a dentist appointment. Joe is not in class today so he must be at the dentist’s office.
5. Faulty Cause: belief that temporal (time) succession implies a causal relation.
Examples:

· After the child was vaccinated, she developed autism, therefore the vaccine caused her autism.
· My computer crashed after I received an email, therefore the email must have contained a virus.
6. Loaded Question: combines more than one question in one.
Examples:

· Is it true that you no longer skip classes?

· When did you stop smoking?
7. Straw Man: misrepresenting an opponent’s position or claim.
Example:
Person A: Rainy days are good.
Person B: If all days were rainy, we’d never have sun, and without sun, we’d have vitamin deficiencies and depression. Therefore, you are wrong.

Review: Match the techniques with the definitions below.

___1. a major premise and minor premise share ideas;
A. Begging the Question/Circular


together they produce a conclusion
      Reasoning

___2. combines more than one question in one
B. Syllogism

___3. incorrectly assumes one thing is the cause of another;
C. Sweeping Generalization


In Latin: “It does not follow.”
___4. belief that temporal (time) succession implies 
D. Straw Man


a causal relation

___5. demonstrates a conclusion by means of premises that
E. Non Sequitur


assume that conclusion; the argument solves itself
___6. misrepresenting an opponent’s position or claim
F. Faulty Cause
___7. a generalization of claim and example that
G. Loaded Question


disregards exceptions
