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Finding a New Apartment
It is no mystery that finding a place to live can be a challenging and sometimes very difficult process. With all of the apartments and properties to choose from in a city, how does a person decide on just one? What should the first step be? Where should a person go for easy and readily available information? By following a process of gathering information, developing contacts, and being proactive in your search it is very possible to not only search for apartments but to find one that is a great fit. 


Like any process, we all have to start at the beginning. When first beginning to look for an apartment, it is important to get a sense of where the properties are and what the price ranges is. Spending hours and hours researching an apartment that looks attractive can become a large loss of time once it’s clear that the apartment is too expensive or too far away. But where can this information quickly be gathered? By conducting some local web searches in your city, it is possible to find local online apartment search web sites. These sites can be incredibly useful. They show locations throughout the city, list prices, amenities, the size (sometimes floor plans), and notes on the general surrounding neighborhood. It’s also a good idea to consult sites that supply plenty of pictures so that you can see the apartment for yourself before ever setting up a showing. 


At this point you can contact the property manager’s office if you’re interested in a particular apartment. But, sometimes it’s a good idea to visit the area yourself. By doing this you can walk around the neighborhood and get a sense of the area before talking with the property manager. Setting up a showing is the next step. Either the property manager or a building caretaker will meet you to go through the apartment. The building caretaker is often a person that lives in the building and helps maintain the building as well as help in showings. Meeting with a caretaker can be very advantageous because they actually live there. When you go to your showing, think of questions you need answered. Don’t be afraid to ask, because if it’s going to be your home you have a right to ask and have answers. During the showing, go through the entire apartment. Check the lights, plumbing, doors, locks, and furniture. Being thorough is only helpful. This is also a good time to ask the property manager or caretaker about the building itself. How old is it? Have there been many repairs? How many people are in the building? It is also a good idea to tour the rest of the building to have a sense of parking, laundry, etc. If you want to make an informed decision, more information is better. 


      Now, some people may be inclined to “jump in” and take the apartment. Having some time to think about the apartment and the commitment is a good idea. During a showing it’s easy to get excited and want to move forward without taking the time to review what you’ve learned. If you do decide, “This is the one.” then it’s time to contact the property manager to schedule an appointment to review and sign a lease contract. As with the showing, feel free to ask any and all questions regarding the lease. You should know about the duration of the lease, the deposit amount, tenant responsibilities, move in and move out procedures, etc. When everything is completed, you’ll need to gather keys for the building and set up a move-in date. You’ve done it. Remember, gathering as much information as you can will help to better evaluate the apartments you see. Also, don’t be afraid to ask questions and discuss the property as much as you need. It’s your home that you’re searching for, and it’s your right to know.
