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How to ADOPT Resources
Writers must be critical readers while researching. In this Information Age anyone can publish easily, so the quality and reliability of information must be evaluated. Otherwise, the writer’s reputation suffers, which may lead to fewer jobs, less money, etc. Use the ADOPT acronym to check if a source meets your needs.
	A
	Audience expectation:

Q: What types of resources would your target audience respect and trust? 
Q: What type of resources would make your audience skeptical?

	D
	Date of resource:

Q: When was the resource written and published? (If it is an Internet page, when was it last updated? Last viewed?)

Q: When was the research completed? Is the data recent? 
Q: Is recent data set in a historical overview for comparison of data?

	O
	Opinion and purpose of the author:
Q: Is it a neutral presentation of information? Proponent or Opponent of the Issue?

Q: Regardless of position are both sides presented fairly and accurately?

	P
	Primary vs. secondary resources:
Q: Is it a primary source? (original letter, diary, speech, research manuscript, editorial).
Q: Is it a secondary source? (books, blogs, articles, reviews, etc. based on primary sources.) If it is secondary, does it provide accurate citation of primary documents?
Q: Is it a general wiki or blog? (These have low reliability because anyone can post.)

	T
	Trustworthiness of author:
Q: Is the author an academic authority on the topic? 
Q: Does the author have personal experience in the situation? 
Q: Is the name of the research project, author, date, financier included so a reader could read the original (primary) document?








