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Purr-suasion Techniques KEY
Remember: Using persuasion to achieve an objective is not corrupt. The action only becomes detestable if the end goal is corrupt.

I. Savvy Techniques
A. Logos (lō’gōs): Address logic or reasoning; this is the most respectable approach because it uses concrete details.

Facts, 
statistics, and real life situations and descriptions

These types of evidence are difficult to argue against if they are from respectable sources. (Proper citation is vital for this to work.) Concrete evidence also makes the speaker look prepared through research which increases the credibility of the speaker/writer.
B. Pathos (pā’ thos): Addressing an audience’s hopes, morals, or feelings; this is not the naming of an emotion.

1. Argument ad misericordiam: Appeal to pity; pleading a special circumstance.

Example: “Please don’t find me guilty of stealing; I suffer enough being laid off.”

2. Argument ad verecundiam: In Latin, “Verecundiam” is used as a term to mean “reverence” or “modesty.” This appeal suggests the opponent humbly accept/respect the guidance of authorities on the subject, national law, traditions, or religious principles. So this puts an opponent into the position of having to accept the information or stand up as a disrespectful rebel which may hurt his reputation.

3. Emotional Imagery and Hypothetical Illustrations: Using metaphors, similes, allusions or descriptive scenes can help the listener relate the situation to known experiences and become personally involved with the concept. Imagining a possible emotional scene might soften people up to consider agreeing to your position.

Example: A road commissioner may argue that all trees near roads need to be removed because they could cause the death of a driver who veers off the road. Imagine if a young, inexperienced driver loses control, hits a tree, and must be hospitalized for months. The teen would suffer great pain, loss of time in school, loss of a track scholarship. Along with this the parents would have high medical costs. 

C. Kairos (kī’rōs): This approach emphasizes the need for immediate action because of a decrease in time opportunity. Putting people under a deadline often forces the listener to focus more on emotional reaction instead of clearly evaluate the logic given by the speaker.


Example: “Super Wowzer Wall clocks will only be available for the next 30 minutes!

Call now and have your credit card ready.”
Purr-suasion Techniques
Remember: Using persuasion to achieve an objective is not corrupt. The action only becomes detestable if the end goal is corrupt.

II. Savvy Techniques

A. __________ (lō’gōs): Address ________ or reasoning; this is the most respectable approach because it uses concrete details.

__________, 
__________________, and ___________ situations and descriptions

These types of evidence are difficult to argue against if they are from respectable sources. (Proper citation is vital for this to work.) Concrete evidence also makes the speaker look prepared through research which increases the _________________ of the speaker/writer.
B. ___________ (pā’ thos): Addressing an audience’s hopes, morals, or feelings; this is not the naming of an emotion.

1. Argument ad misericordiam: Appeal to _____; pleading a special circumstance.


Example: “Please don’t find me guilty of stealing; I suffer enough being laid off.”

2. Argument ad verecundiam: In Latin, “Verecundiam” is used as a term to mean “reverence” or “modesty.” This appeal suggests the opponent humbly accept/respect the guidance of ________________ on the subject, national law, traditions, or religious principles. So this puts an opponent into the position of having to accept the information or stand up as a disrespectful rebel which may hurt his __________.

3. Emotional ______________ and Hypothetical Illustrations: Using metaphors, similes, allusions or descriptive scenes can help the listener relate the situation to known experiences and become personally involved with the concept. Imagining a possible emotional scene might soften people up to consider agreeing.

Example: A road commissioner may argue that all trees near roads need to be removed because they could cause the death of a driver who veers off the road. Imagine if a young, inexperienced driver loses control, hits a tree, and lands in the hospital for months. The teen would suffer great pain, loss of time in school, lose her track athletic scholarship, and the parents would have high medical costs, etc.

C. ________ (kī’rōs): This approach emphasizes the need for immediate action because of a decrease in _______ opportunity. Putting people under a deadline often forces the listener to focus more on emotional reaction instead of clearly evaluate the logic given by the speaker.


Example: “Super Wowzer Wall clocks will only be available for the next 30 minutes!

Call now and have your credit card ready.”
II. Sly Techniques
A. Argument ad verecundiam: This becomes a sly tactic when a well-known person, or authority, transfers his influence to other areas and is believed because of his general reputation instead of his actual experience.
     Example: Governor Bugg recommends Wheat-X cereal.

B. Argument ad hominem: This is a campaign against the integrity of a person rather than the argument presented.
Example: “The principal Mrs. Walters shouldn’t be able to veto how students dance because she grew up in the 1960s.”

C. Red Herring: This technique tries to throw the reader off track with irrelevant information or situations. Legends say in olden days when a criminal was being chased by dogs, the scent could be lost by wading through water because the fish scent would confuse the dogs.
Example: “I shouldn’t be required to study persuasion techniques: I’d rather be a musician than an English teacher.” (The career choice is not relevant here.)

D. Wily Words: best, most, better, secret, tech talk, miracle, new features (of questionable value)

E. Name Calling/Opinion Labels: idiot, crazy, heartless, hypocrite, genius, savior
III. A Few Logical Fallacies: These techniques are false logic patterns. Avoid them.

A. Post hoc ergo propter hoc: This technique sets up a listener/reader to believe a non-conclusive connection between two events. If thing #2 occurs after thing #1, then thing #1 must have caused thing #2. 
Example: “I stayed up all night studying for the test and then bombed it. So, studying actually makes me do worse on tests.”

B. Genetic Fallacy: This technique tries to discredit a reason or argument by pointing to its origin (creator, culture, etc.) and its reputation as enough to condemn the reasoning.

     Example: Hamburgers were considered unhealthy during WWII because they were 
     thought to come from Hamburg, Germany and the Nazis were German.
C. Bandwagon: By stating that a large percentage of people believe the idea or action is okay, then it is acceptable behavior. This focuses on numbers and not reasons.
Example: “If most students bring iPods to school everyday despite the rule saying ‘no iPods allowed’, then it must actually be okay to bring in iPods.”

D. Straw Man: To distort the opponent’s position by taking things out of context or not explaining the entire plan, makes it easier to blow away the idea and then the entire argument. But, it is not a true victory because the reasons are off topic.

Example: A student may charge a school is gender-biased because rules allow girls to wear sleeveless shirts while boys may not. This is out of context if the reason is based on hygiene of arm pit hair or deodorant effectiveness rather than gender. 

II. Sly Techniques
A. Argument ad verecundiam: this becomes a sly tactic when a well-known person, or authority, ____________ his __________ to other areas and is believed because of his general reputation instead of his actual experience.

     Example: Governor Bugg recommends Wheat-X cereal.

B. Argument ad _________: This is a campaign against the integrity of a person rather than the argument presented.
Example: “The principal Mrs. Walters shouldn’t be able to veto how students dance because she grew up in the 1960s.”

C. Red _________: This technique tries to throw the reader _____________ with irrelevant information or situations. Legends say, in olden days when a criminal was being chased by dogs, the scent could be lost by wading through water because the fish scent would confuse the dogs.
Example: “I shouldn’t be required to study persuasion techniques: I’d rather be a musician than an English teacher.” (The career choice is not relevant here.)

D. _______ Words: best, most, better, secret, tech talk, miracle, new features (of questionable value)

E. ________ Calling/opinion labels: idiot, crazy, heartless, hypocrite, genius, savior

III. A Few Logical Fallacies: These techniques are false logic patterns. Avoid them.

A. Post hoc _______ propter hoc: This technique sets up a listener/reader to believe a non-conclusive connection between two events. If thing #2 occurs after thing #1, then thing #1 must have caused thing #2. 

Example: “I stayed up all night studying for the test and then bombed it. So, studying 

actually makes me do worse on tests.”

B. __________Fallacy: This technique tries to discredit a reason or argument by pointing to its _____________ (creator, culture, etc.) as enough to condemn the reasoning.

Example: Hamburgers were considered unhealthy during WWII because they were thought to come from Hamburg, Germany and the Nazis were in Germany.

C. ______wagon: By stating that a large percentage of people believe the idea or action is okay, then it is acceptable behavior. This focuses on ______________ and not reasons.

Example: “If most students bring iPods to school everyday despite the rule saying ‘no iPods allowed’, then it must actually be okay to bring in iPods.”

D. _________ Man: To distort the opponent’s position by taking things out of context or not explaining the entire plan, makes it easier to _______________ the idea and then the entire argument. But, it is not a true victory because the reasons are off topic.

Example: A student may charge a school is gender-biased because rules allow girls to wear sleeveless shirts while boys may not. This is out of context if the reason is based on hygiene of arm pit hair or deodorant effectiveness rather than gender. 
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