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Argument Puzzle Pieces
Directions: Each of the following bits of evidence should be cut apart in strips. Partners are to use them to manually put them in a specified organization format according to their thesis position on whether or not cell phones are dangerous. (Examples of organization: Point-by-point, strongest to weakest evidence, or inductive or deductive.) Not all evidence pieces must be used.
“The Telegraph reported how psychologists have said the growth of text messaging can boost the confidence of introverted and anxious people, who otherwise struggle to communicate.” Donna Reid, Plymouth University (Telegraph, 9 February 2005)
“80% say their cell phone provides a sense of security while on the go, confirming that the cell phone has become their mobile safety net when needing a ride (79%), getting important information (51%), or just helping out someone in trouble (35%).” 
(Harris Interactive-CTIA study, July 2008)
“Another circuit still under construction in adolescence links the prefrontal cortex to the midbrain reward system, where addictive drugs and romantic love exert their powers. Brain scans hint at why most addictions get their start in adolescence. Teenagers and adults process reward stimuli differently; adolescent brains react intensely to novel experiences, making those experiences more enticing.” 
(Harvard Mental Health Letter, July 2005)
“If texting was no longer an option, 47 % of teens say their social life would end or be worsened–especially among females (54% compared to 40% of males).” 
(Harris Interactive-CTIA study, July 2008)
“The Mobile Data Association reported that mobile users sent 20.5 billion messages in 2003—a twenty-fold increase in five years—the equivalent of 55million every day. Research found more than eight out of 10 under-25s are more likely to text than call.” 
(“Literacy Changes Lives,” The Mirror. National Literacy Trust, 23 January 2004)
“One in five teens ages 13-18 have been ‘cyber bullied’ online or by text message.”
(“Cox Communications’ National Teen Summit on Internet and Wireless Safety Addresses Cyberbullying, Sexting, and Other Safety Issues.” National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and Cox Communications, June 24, 2009)
“However, the study did find that the pupils familiar with text messaging wrote significantly less when asked to describe a picture or an event than those who did not use mobiles, potentially fuelling concerns that the quality and expressiveness of children's writing could be at risk even if their spelling is not.” 
(The Guardian, Department of Communication and Science at City University, London, 2004)
“96% of 15 to 24-year-olds own a mobile phone and cannot function normally without one.” (Telegraph, 28 November 2003) 
Texting provides teens with privacy and control of communication.

“According to a recent Harris Interactive-CTIA study, "Teenagers: A Generation Unplugged,” a majority (57%) of teens surveyed reported that they view their cell phone as the key to their social life. For teens, a mobile phone is more than just an accessory or communication device, it also "tells the most about a person’s social status or popularity, outranking jewelry, watches and shoes." 
(“Generation Text: New Research on Teens and Mobile Phones,” 2008)
“The study, comparing the punctuation and spelling of 20 11 and 12-year-olds who use mobile phone text messaging with another group of non-texters conducting the same written tests, found no significant differences between the two.” 
(The Guardian covered research in 2004, conducted at the Department of Communication and Science at City University, London)
“One in five teens have sexted; 11% sent them to strangers vs. boyfriends or girlfriends.” (“Survey: 1 in 5 teens ‘sext’ despite risks” by Donna Leinwand, USA Today, June 2009)
“They found a noticeable drop in IQ among employees who are continuously being distracted from what they should be doing by checking their messages. The scientists have termed this ‘infomania’.” 
(Dr. Glenn Wilson, a study commissioned by Hewlett Packard, Daily Mail, 22 April 2005) 
