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Purr-suasive Organization in Brief
After appropriate evidence and reasons are identified, the writer (like a lawyer) must determine which order would be most convincing to the target audience. Use the following suggestions for organizing a persuasive letter, editorial, speech, and/or grievance. Remember each genre may have additional structural requirements.
	Introduction:
	

	· Attention-getter
	Any type of evidence may also be used as an effective hook. Consider: quotations, song lyric excerpts, statistics, real-life situations, hypothetical situations, or emotional description. 

	· Transition
	One to two sentences may be needed to comment upon and ease the flow from the attention-getter to the thesis.

	· Thesis
	Most teachers prefer a strong attitude statement clarifying the topic and your position here. It may also include the subconcerns and reasons. 

	Body:
	Arrange your evidence from strongest to weakest. If your piece needs shortening you don’t losing vital information.

	Conceding Then Countering
	By acknowledging a legitimate concern of the opponent’s side the reader will feel less defensive and then is more open to hear your counter consideration on that point.

	Asking for a small commitment 
	Early on establish one small part of the overall plan or argument. If the audience will accept this premise, it will be easier for them to accept the whole plan. Consider: “At minimum, one must agree. . . .”

	Deductive Logic Arrangement
	This states the needed reason, law, or cause and then supports the position with evidence.

	 
	Syllogism, similar to a Venn relationship: All X are Y, Z is X, Therefore, Z is Y:

“All men are mortal; Socrates is a man; Socrates is mortal.”

	Inductive Logic Arrangement
	This begins with an observation, builds the case, then reveals the needed action or belief.

	Conclusion: 
	

	· Often rephrases thesis
	After all the evidence, subtly rephrase the major point.


	· Call to Action
	Directly state what you would like the reader to do to help.


	· Appeal to time urgency
	Hinting that time may be running out to fix or avoid a problem can be effective.

	· Clincher
	Often commenting on the attention-getter information with new insight is very effective. However, any type of evidence may be used as a clincher. Consider: quotations, song lyric excerpts, statistics, real-life situations, hypothetical situations, or emotional description.














