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Helen Keller Biography

Helen Adams Keller was born on June 27, 1880, in Tuscumbia, a small rural town in northwest Alabama. Helen Keller was struck by an illness that left her deaf and blind when she was only 19 months old. The illness may have been rubella, scarlet fever, or meningitis, but no one knows for sure. Helen became very frustrated because she could not communicate well. By the time Helen was seven years old, her parents knew that Helen needed help. Helen’s parents took her to a specialist, and they were eventually connected with Anne Sullivan. Anne was a graduate of Perkins Institute for the Blind, and she became Helen’s tutor. 

Anne was very dedicated and tireless in teaching Helen. Anne had to be strict with Helen at first, because Helen’s frustration had made her unruly. Helen’s parents had previously tolerated this behavior because they didn’t know how to help her. Anne taught Helen how to spell words with her hands after just a month of working together. Using your hands to spell words is part of the sign language that deaf people use to communicate. Some of Helen’s first words were “doll” and “water.” Helen progressed quickly from that day forward, learning many words. Helen also touched Anne’s mouth when Anne talked. Helen learned to speak when she was ten by using this technique. Helen later learned to read French, German, Greek, and Latin in Braille. 
When Helen was twenty years old, she entered Radcliffe College, the women’s branch of Harvard University. Helen was the first deaf and blind person to earn a college degree. Helen graduated from Radcliffe College, with honors, in 1904. Helen went on to win an Oscar for the documentary about her life, Helen Keller in Her Story. Helen Keller is truly an inspiration to all.
