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	Elements
	Evidence
	Effect

	Characterization:

     Direct

     Indirect
The trees

The narrator

	Direct: 
Trees:

They are the only ones who understand me.
I am the only one who understands them.
Four who do not belong here but are here
Their strength is secret.
The narrator:

They are the only ones who understand me.
I am the only one who understands them.

With skinny necks and pointy elbows like mine

When I am too sad and too skinny

When I am a tiny thing

	Direct:
Shows the intensity of the narrator’s isolation
Shows the strength of the bond between the narrator and the trees.

Shows the trees’ persistence and the narrator’s admiration

The trees are outcasts/aliens and the narrator is like them.

Implies that no one knows how strong the trees are
The narrator is misunderstood and feels alone.

The reader empathizes with the narrator and senses the intensity of her isolation.

The narrator paints a physical picture of herself.

The reader learns the narrator is sad and the use of “skinny” conveys her potential weakness and constant struggle.

The narrator emphasizes her smallness.

	
	Indirect:
Trees:

ferocious roots

grab the earth between their hairy toes

bite the sky with violent teeth

Let one forget his reason for being, they’d all drop like tulips in a glass, each with their arms around the other

Four who grew despite concrete

Four who reach and do not forget to reach

Four whose only reason is to be and be

The narrator:

They are the only ones who understand me.
I am the only one who understands them.

Four skinny trees with skinny necks and pointy elbows like mine

When I am too sad and too skinny to keep (in the sense of to remain, or continue to be)
When I am a tiny thing against so many bricks

	Indirect:
Emphasizes the trees’ tenacity and strength. Suggests that the trees will never give up.

The trees are unified in their fight for survival and this focus strengthens them.

The trees were not expected to thrive.

The impulse to survive is powerful and constant.

That they live is enough.

The narrator suggests there are many parallels between her existence and that of the trees.

The narrator strengthens the comparison between herself and the trees.

The narrator conveys the intensity of her struggle and suggests that she often comes close to giving up.

The narrator suggests that strong forces oppose her.

	Setting
A city street
	four ragged excuses planted by the city

against so many bricks

despite concrete
	The city has planted the trees and they are poor specimens.
The city has its own strength and is a force to be reckoned with.

	Conflict/Problem:

     Person vs. person

     Person vs. self

     Person vs. society

     Person vs. nature
	person vs. society
	

	Figurative Language
	Metaphor—The narrator compares herself to the trees.
Simile—They’d all droop like tulips in a glass.

Personification—

The trees talk: Keep, keep, keep, trees say when I sleep.
grab the earth with their hairy toes 

bite the sky with violent teeth
	The narrator implies that she is strong, tough, and resilient, like the trees, and able to survive despite the forces against her.
The simile emphasizes the weakness of the trees if they lose their sense of purpose.
The personification strengthens the relationship between the trees and the narrator. The trees provide a powerful message: to preserve herself.

The personification and vivid imagery show that the trees are intentionally persistent, even aggressive.

	Plot:

     Beginning/Exposition 

     Middle/Rising Action
     Climax 

     End/Resolution
          
	Beginning/Exposition:
introductory paragraph
	Beginning/Exposition:
The exposition shows the importance of the trees, and the relationship between the narrator and the trees.

	
	Middle/Rising Action:
There is further description of the trees and how they grow. 
	Middle/Rising Action:
The rising action shows the persistence and strength of the trees.

	
	Climax:
The trees tell the narrator: keep, keep, keep.
	Climax:
The narrator gains strength and purpose from the trees.

	
	End/Resolution:
The narrator looks to the trees for support.
	End/Resolution:
The image of the trees helps the narrator survive in a harsh world.

	Theme
	Four who grew despite the concrete
Four whose only reason is to be and be
	We must continue to grow and survive in spite of all obstacles.
Nature can inspire us to be strong in the face of adversity.




