L-8-1-1_Author’s Purpose and KEY


Name______________________________ 
Author’s Purpose

Directions: Match each text structure with an author’s purpose.
Text Structure

Author’s Purpose

__ 1. explain, give reasons or facts
A. narrate
__ 2. convince readers to agree with a position or to change behavior
B. compare
__ 3. use sensory images
C. question/answer
__ 4. examine similarities between/among subjects
D. define
__ 5. examine the differences between two subjects
E. contrast
__ 6. tell a story, usually in chronological order with literary devices
F. persuade

__ 7. provide the meaning for an idea or word
G. inform
__ 8. pose problems or inquiries and then give answers
H. describe
Directions: Match the following samples with the appropriate author’s purpose.
__ 9. Scuba divers use a self-contained underwater breathing apparatus (SCUBA) to continue breathing while under water for long periods of time and at great depths.

__10. Scuba diving is different from swimming because it is done under water and rarely does a diver use his or her arms to move through the water. Propulsion is created by kicking one’s legs. The fins covering the feet help the diver move through the water.

__11. Scuba diving is similar to snorkeling because both use some of the same equipment: fins, a mask, and a breathing apparatus. The mask keeps water out of the eyes and nose so the diver can look around easily. The fins help with movement. A snorkel allows a diver to breathe while his/her face is in the water.
__12. When Michelle received her open water diving certificate, the divers formed a circle around her at 30 feet below sea level on the sandy bottom off Little Cayman Island. The dive instructor motioned her to the center of the circle where she was presented with her certificate and a handshake. Then she swam around the circle shaking hands with the rest of the team.

__13. A wet suit comes in different thicknesses of material. A full-body wet suit covers the diver from the ankles up to the neck and is closed with a zipper. Most suits are black with different colors and designs to set them apart. The suit is very flexible and moves with the diver’s body.
__14. Scuba diving is easier than swimming because once in the water, diving requires minimal physical effort. Barely moving one’s legs will propel forward motion. There are numerous things to see by simply floating in the water near a reef or ocean floor.

__15. Every color imaginable is found in fish and plant life under the water. Sometimes divers carry underwater flashlights in order to see true colors and details. If divers want to take photos, they will almost always use a flash under water.
__16. Where can people scuba dive? Rivers, lakes, quarries, and oceans all provide diving opportunities.
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