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PEER REVIEW
Your name: _____________________

The writer’s name: _______________

Activity 1: INTRODUCTION and MAIN-IDEA STATEMENT
1. Read the introduction.

2. How does the intro hook or interest the reader? How could it be improved?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
3. How does the opening paragraph introduce the reader to the topic?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4. Based on how the introduction is written, who is the author’s audience?

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________
5. Highlight or underline the article’s main-idea statement. How does the statement focus on the cause(s) or effect(s) of the topic?
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
6. Read your peer’s introduction and main-idea statement again. Are there any parts that are difficult to understand? If so, refer to them below AND give the author some advice about how he or she can make it clearer. (To help organize your thoughts, first decide whether the issue is a content problem or a grammar/punctuation problem.)

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

7. In your opinion, what is the biggest strength of the main-idea statement? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
8. In your opinion, what is the most important thing the author should do to revise the main-idea statement? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Activity 2: BODY PARAGRAPHS

9. Read the first body paragraph. Does it have a topic sentence? If so, write it below:

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
10. How does this sentence refer to a cause or effect?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
11. How does this paragraph provide evidence for or support the topic sentence?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
12. If the paragraph includes a quotation, how is it introduced? Does the paragraph transition smoothly into the quote? Does the writer analyze the quotation or paraphrase it?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
13. Does the paragraph transition into the next point? If so, how? If not, how could it? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
14. Read the rest of the body paragraphs and briefly comment on their organization and how they do or do not support the main-idea statement. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Activity 3: CONCLUSION

Finally, let’s focus on the conclusion of the essay. In class, we talked about how the conclusion can do several things:

	1. It can summarize the main points.
2. It can offer additional insight.
3. It can discuss the universal theme.
.


15. Read the conclusion. Then discuss whether it accomplishes one or more of the criteria above and how. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

16. In general, how is this article a cause-and-effect article? (Remember, these articles do not have to address both causes and effects, but can focus on either causes or effects.)

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Activity 4: WORKS CITED

17. Go back through the article and mark the places that should have a citation because of the information used there. Make sure there is a citation in the works-cited list for each place you marked. Check them off. Then read the works-cited page. Mark places that may not be correctly formatted. 

